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uba Expected:
To Free More
Kin of Invaders

Refugees Greeted

Emotionally in

Miami Auditorium
MIAMI, Fla., Dec. 27 (AP).—

breught 921 relatives of the
of Pigs captives to Florida
today and to an emotional res
urfion in the vast Dinner Key

bout 600 of the prisoners,

wHo were released last Sunday
arnyd Monday, were waiting ab
t. auditorium when thelr

arricades had been thrown
- inside so that Red Cross

isoners leaped over them tof
wives and]
soldiers col|

P

ethbrace mothers,
children. A few

1gved ones.

The first. woman to enter thg
hpll, Mrs, Nereida Rodrigues

strada, 23, became incoherenty :

hen she was unable to locatg
hpr husband at once. .

Embrace Soon

Mr. and Mrs. Jose Delgadd
barfully embraced their son
oman, 28, when they saw hin
b the first time in eigh
honths, :
“It is a miracle that we ars
ere,” cried Mrs. Delgado, 55.
] “Anything outside of Cub
|

o B B ol

[l

1poks like heaven,” her hushan
oreed. - T
Asked what Wwas the ftosp
ferious of shortages of lgin
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Manuel Artime. civilian hedd
bf the invasion forces captured ;
hfler the 1961 Bay of Biss fi- Of US to come,” said pne refu-
hsco: Jose Perez San Roman, 866 woman who bossed the:
hilitary commander of the as- Cl€NUP work in her compart-|
ault, and three other Cubans Mént.  “"We want to leave!
[vere given a 5 pm. appoint- things okay for them.” i
nent with Mr. Kennedy at 'Then began the tedious job|
balm Beach. oy -of checking = the refugees;
. Also abnard the African Pilot, through immigation and pub-
in addition to the prikoners’lic health, which. would delay
[elatives, was Guillermo Ara them at the dock for 2 or 3
Jalonso, former Havana attor- bours. -This accomplished. they
hey who was freed withgut ex- WEI.'P to be taken in to the audi-
fplanation from a Cuban prison, torium, - .
: Nine children were Isolated:
with probable cases of measles.
At noon, the first busfoad of Guring the overnight - voyage!
belatives reached the auditor- oub medical authorities saw ho!
um to recelve a welcome which '€a50D _to quarantine the ship.
'as warm but restraimed, in , One little Cuban boy roamed
ivid contrast. to the wjld re. the shib, looking up at every,
Fention that sreeted thé pris- American he met and calling‘?
bners and the later grrivals out cheerily, “Hello, Kennedy.”
‘hmonig the relatives. Food was sent aboard so that

some of the refugees could eat

A few of the newcomersy, hi :
umped over wooden baryicades ‘;)riga!;fggtéswg&l]e others were be-

o gfeet, their kinfolk, but most ) i
v g About 35 minutes after the
alked “sedately up to those gin'gocked, the first refugee—

aiting to embrace them. Only . ;
ipbout 300 persons were in the :h?;l’]sldl;azx carried down the

uditorium. B Two women and 10 children
These probahly were the hest- were taken to Jackson Memo-
Hressed refugees in history. rial Hospital in Miami. ‘

Many of them represented the Capt. R. F. Barber of the
price-wealthy Spanish “families Coast Guard said the passen-
pf Cuba. - - gers would be taken off the

"One of those at dockside tg:ghi :
meet the African Pllot w%is Mr‘g ship 4t the rate of 300 an hour.

Perta Barreto de los Heéyos of Ambulances on Pier
he Cuban Famjlies Commiti¢e. goyeral persons on stretchers

Mrs. Barreto had returned to:ere Jowered over the side and

Miami on the last plane in the: ; iti i
brisoner airlift Mondag. She placed in waiting ambulances.i

i D ; S8 About this time several refu-:
’gld Premier Castro fold her atigoog appeared on deck. A small’
he airport he would allpw an- girl appeared in a red dress,.
bther 1,000 relatives of the pris- Vdrinkin milk d watched th
pners to leave Cuba and thatiactivi’ryg » and Wate &
he committee could “select; The ill, aged and pregnant’
hem. iwere assisted gently down the
gangplank. One Negro crewman
carried a small boy and was
" ) d ar rewarded with a smile for his
hip in two or three weeks,”ihelp. 'The crewman = flashed
he said B ‘back a big grin.

James B. Donovan, New York! At 10:15 am. the refugees
ttorney who negotiated the re-{pegan leaving the ship in a

Restrained Welcome

Donovan in Charge
“We hope td send ahother

“There will be many more;

e

ease¢” of the prisoners.in ex-
hange for a $53 million food
nd (drilg ransom, will be in
qharge of arranging for another
ghip. .
The '“African Pilot was

'dssentials in Cuba, Mr, Delgad
ifeplied: “The most gricvous i
ifne shortage of shame.”
As the relatives

argivec

Pidel Castro would allpw
kast another 1,000 relatives:
scape from Communist-rulefl
fuba, joining the massive &

ersons fleeing to freedom 1

he United States. ‘
The possibility that Presides

Kennedy might come to Miany

o b SR ey

yress secretary, Pierre Salingg:
Healined to comment on it.

i

Ropes were high that Premiey ]

dus that has brought 200,000§42

ftrangely quiet and seemed

nto Port Everglades 25 miles
pf here and gocked
M. Only a few crew

nembers, Jined the rails. One
vavegyg) ﬁgndkerchief.

Am efugees were gsked |
o' thg, '

ih "below to prevent;
;crowding of the

icials, they pitched in
il .ﬁtﬁ‘e‘ five ‘Spelt’er

2000I06/15s G-

$lmost deserted as she steamed !

steady stream. Most were neatly,
even expensively dressed, and
looked like passengers coming
off a cruise liner. Teen-age
girls were in smart frocks and
'(high heels.

‘Careful of Makeup

The women obviously had
spent much time over makeup
and hairdos. They held on to
their skirts, which swirled in
the breeze as they walked down
the gangplank. :

From the ship, they walked"
to a covered pier to receive
smallpox vaccinations and fill
out immigration cards.

Devoting her last voyage to
this errand of mercy, the 20-:

RISk 42000k K6 G0 380 S

jed during the voyage.

rugged old workhorse of the sga,-
which had carrted ransom sup--

plies to Castro Cuba for the in-
vasion prisoners, now goes intp
mothbalis.

Seasickness, nervousness and
the mild outbreak of measlies
aboard the ship failed to damp-
en the enthusiagsm of the refu-
gees who gave fup everything
they owned to escupe com-
munism and join loved ones in
the United States.

Only about 200 obscrvers saw
the freighter come in. The port:
was closed to all but newsmen,
and authorized officials. A big,
sign said “welcome” in English.!

"An American flag flew from
the stern of the freighter. One!
tug went out f¢ help her in to:
the dock. i

Remained Awake

Joe McGowan, Associated:
Press reporter representing;
American news agencies on the
African Pilot, said many pas-
sengers remained awake
through the long night, too|
nervous and excited to slecp. :

“I have a bed,” said one el-;
derly refugee, “but who couldl
sleep at a time like this?” ;

A tingle of excitement swept'
through the ship when the en-
gines started last night{ In Ha-
vana harbor. As the ship moved.
‘out, the refugees sang the Cu-|
:ban national anthem. §
© Moving into international|
waters, the African Pilot picked!
up an escort of three United
States Coast Guard vessels, The!
freighter was designed to carry:
only 12 passengers and her life-
saving - equipment was inade-
quate.

Moves at 18 Knots

Through mild seas, the Afri-
can Pilot moved at an 18-knot
clip, sped along by the north-
rushing Guif Stream. Nurses
moved among the refugees giv-
ing medicine to the seasick.
The sickness was blamed in
many cases on overwrought
nerves and upset stomachs.

There were only 500 cots set
up in sheltered deck areas, but
there were blankets for all,
flown to Havana from the Unit-
ed States. Fach person was giv-
en a hex lunch including fried!
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chicken, a tomsto, bread, but-!
ter and milk for. the children.
“This is the tirst chicken my
family has tasted in six’
months,” sald Miro Gonzales'
Cuevas, who arrived in Havana

day to joih the exodus. His;
son, Ramiro, 20, was among the'
Bay of Pigs captives who were
liberated and flown to Florida
Sunday and Monday.

Oldest of the refugees aboard
was Angla Ceballos de. Marero,
89-yvear-old grandmother 4f one.
of the prisoners. The youngest: |
was 8 baby born 22 days ago.

Many women wore house-
coats during the voyage. “I'm| :
‘saving my good clothes to look
nice for my husband when I
‘arrive in Florida,” one ex-
‘plained.

Others wore curlers and fixed
their hair as the ship neared
Port Everglades.

Items Confiscated

They left Cuba with little|
but the clothes they wore.|

Many items which apparently
exceeded Mr. Castro's limita-|
tions were taken from the
refugees on the dock at Ha-!
vana.

One woman said the soldiers
“took my sweater, cigarette
case and extra shoes, and ar-
gued over some medicine I had -
in my handbag. :

“I argued with them, but'
they asked me, ‘Do you want!
to go or stay’?” :

As a “Christmas bonus,” Mr,
Castro agreed to let the rela--
tives leave Cuba, following the.
prisoners who spend 20 months
In Mr. Castro’s crowded jalls
after the gallant but futile ef-
fort to ‘free their country from:
his rule. ;

Chief topic of conversation:
aboard the ship was the plight’
of ‘a2 man who wags turned
away as the African Pilot pre-’
pared to move but.

A shabbily dressed Negro
raced up the risthg. gangplank
shrieking “Ayudame (help
me)!” last night as the Afri-
can Pilot made ready to cast
off.

Guards on deck strictly
charged to lef B8 fnore aboard;
the crowded , regretfully’
barred his eng " Two Cuban’
soldiers on tHe pIer scrambled
up and yanked their trembling
countryman back to the dock.

A man in ‘'worker's elothes
threw an arm §roiffid his shoul-
ders and led him aWway. Two
armed soldiers followed the pair
around a cornetr of a ware-
‘house crammed with $11 mil-
lion in drugs and food which.
the

Chiiba Sunday as down payment
an a $53 million commodity
ransom for 1,113 men Premier
Castro's troops captured in the:

“April 17, 1961, invasion at the‘

: Bay of Pigs.
from Orlente Provinece yester-.:

The. outbound African Pllot

;glided past Morro Castle,,
‘ancient stone sentinel of Ha-l
;vana harbor, .at 6:51 p.m.

about _two hours later than
'<cnedtﬂed
7 In “another development,

iPres1dent Kennedy planned a

;conference &t Palmn Beach,
‘where he 'is -spending .the
i Christmas holidays, with tive
¢11berated leaders of the jmva-
;sion force whiech was beaten
iback in fits Cuba attack 20
‘months ago.

White House Secretary Pierre!
‘Salinger, who announced the|
meeting, said the subject of the ;
‘conference would be left to the
‘Cubans.

Plea to Captain

While the relatives were
Iboarding the African Pilot yes-
'terday, Nancy Rodriguez, a rep-
resentative of the prisoners’
Families Committee, ap-
proached Capt. Alfred Boerum
with an appeal to take more
than 1,000,

“I would like to,” the skxpper
-replied, “but I am deeply sorry,
-we absolutely must hold it at
1,000 .

“Not. even one moxe‘?”
‘asked,;

“Not one more; we cannot do’
it. It would be unsafe.”

There was no explanation.

The. freighter brought to:
- Havana Sufiday an $11 million |
“first shipment of food and

drugs asked by Mr. Castro in
exchange for the prisoners. i

The,Red Cross said yesterday
that compahies have promised
to donate the $42 million worth
of goods still to be sent to
Cuba.

“Only shipping must be ar-'
ranged,” & *spokesman said.
this is five or six months.”
this in five or six months.”

The relatives began boarding
the ship a{,.l pm. yesterday in
hot, sunny wedther. Seventy
per cent were women and chil-
dren. :Some of the elderly —
overcome by heat and emotion
—fainfed on the docks. Some
went. aboard on stretchers or
in wheelchairs. Children looked
bewildered as they waited in
the long boarding line and
mothers dauibed at tears. Men
wore their best suits.

she

i
i

|
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